What if…?
Posted: 2/05/09
Would these proposed solutions make a difference?
1. Inform/Educate the General Public – bring awareness, involvement and allowing discussion of the issues and realities; provide basic life skills education starting with total health/wellness in all areas of life: physical, mental, emotional, spiritual, social and financial management; and how to survive and still thrive during tough times; and to not just wait or depend on what our government will provide. (Crimes & suicides are beginning to escalate, on top of foreclosures, unemployment, and homelessness – all very dangerous signs of nation in decline. Our nation needs CPR.)
2. Utilize current resources then explore more available resources – Use taxpayers money for bailout or stimulus fund to provide 2-3 month salary for productive employees so they can still keep their jobs. The result: reduced unemployment and government dependence, and the prevention of further foreclosures. These employees will be able to pay taxes, pay for their basic needs, and ultimately preserve their dignity. Building infrastructure for the future is good; however for the meantime, if there are existing resources that work or just need minor improvements, using those can save us a lot of time and taxpayers’ money. 
3. Keep people/current homeowners in their homes, regardless of their current mortgage condition (Please STOP this “foreclosure madness”) –restructure their mortgages in a way that it actually helps or benefits them (not just benefit the lenders). Some have suggested that if we start from scratch, it could possibly be more efficient and cost effective. Why insist on letting the lenders work this out when they have continuously failed to help the homeowners in the first place? (I believe by now, everyone has already figured out, or beginning to, the answer to this question). They’ve managed to waste billions of taxpayer’s money in the process. Utilize some of the stimulus money to help homeowners by giving 2-3 months waiver or delay in mortgage payment to help them catch up and get back on track.

4. Affordable homes & Income source creation – immediately create or make available affordable mortgages or rents for the people. Review the housing rules to prevent penalizing those who are just trying to survive nowadays. (Ex. The required amount of space per number of occupants does not apply much today.) Shared housing, boarding house styles are needed for most people now to cope, while exploring means to provide them sources of income through job and business creation. Allow the people to share their brilliance, knowledge and experiences to help come up with great ideas to help themselves out.
5. Create Transition Homes and Rebuilding Communities – for the millions of people on the streets/homeless thrown from their homes due to foreclosures and other hardships. Provide Information & Training, Resources & Support System Process to take place - needed to help revive their human spirit and prepare them to go back to healthier society. These communities will also be applicable to the jobless, veterans, and victims of calamities, equipped to provide/promote job creation, small businesses creation, talents/skills exchange and development, SBA loans or micro-credits, etc., and more practical solutions. 
All of these actions can be immediately implemented within days, and we should see results within months… for a starting budget of only 30Billion!
First, we need to accept the truth and reality that these challenges, the global crisis we now all face, are not just due to “the economy,” nor were they due to the “housing meltdown.” These are but the result of long-time neglect and disregard of the average and ordinary people (the taxpayers or citizens of our nation) by our nation’s leaders and the wealthiest. The people on top haven’t realized their indifference has created this domino effect, which has affected them as well. They are now forced to pay attention to meet the needs of ordinary citizens.

It’s about time! It is time that we go back to the basics of Universal Human Principles, one being: Love your neighbor as you love yourself. It is through these principles that we can find the means for our national and global survival. When we face that fact, we can go back to the “Healthy Zone” that can bring us all back on track… 
May God bless us all.
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